Role of an ethicist in the conduct of clinical trials in the United States.
The social and ethical implications of new medical techniques and the development of community representatives in decisions regarding human research are discussed. The particular role of the ethicist and how medical experimentation is viewed from the perspective of the doctor, the patient, an the funding donor are examined. Some of the more common ethical issues occurring in medical research are treated, with particular reference to those in clinical trials. Finally, some unresolved problems in future medical research are discussed.